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THE hunt is on once again for community-minded people in
Newton Abbot who deserve a special award.

Nominations are being taken for the town3s Civic Society
awards following the success of the first publicity nominated
ceremony last year, won by Newton Abbot Community Trans-
port volunteers.

The awards are given to an individual and a group who have
helped or improved civic pride in Newton Abbot.

Keith Smith, chairman of Newton Abbot Civic Society which
runs the awards, said: 6Following an enormously successful
inaugural civic awards ceremony in 2014, we are seeking
nominations for the 2015 presentations.

6We shall be presenting winners and runners-up in two
categories, one for an organisation and one for an individual.

6The organisation can be a local charity or service which
contributes significantly to the town, or raises money for local
and national causes.

6The individuals will be those who are seen as going above
and beyond either contributing to the Newton Abbot com-
munity in general or to those needing help within the com-
m u n i t y.

6We shall be awarding merit certificates to others who we feel
need to be recognised.

6Nominations need to reach us by May 20 and will then be
adjudicated by a panel of judges.

6I look forward to receiving nominations.7
After the award panel has judged the nominations, an award

ceremony will be held on June 21.

A NATIONAL disability charity is holding a special event in
Newton Abbot for families who have a child with hemiplegia.

Hemiplegia is as prevalent as Down3s Syndrome as it affects
one in a 1,000 people, but it is comparatively unknown.

It is a neurological condition caused by damage to the brain,
usually before or around the time of birth.

The effects are like a stroke with a lack of control and
weakness down one side of the body.

The charity HemiHelp is staging its annual parents confer-
ence at Hannahs at Seale-Hayne on Saturday to give parents and
young people with hemiplegia the chance to hear experts
talking about all aspects of the condition.

Discussions will range from the latest treatments and re-
search to practical advice on topics such as education, medical
treatments and behaviour.

There will also be talks from experienced parents and young
adults who have hemiplegia and know what day-to-day living
with the condition really entails.

Charity spokesman Neelam Dongha said: 6The event also
gives families a welcome chance to meet and make friends with
others in the same position.7

More than 30 families are expected to attend, some local and
some from as far afield as Cheshire and Essex, to learn how they
can help their children.

HemiHelp events manager Samantha Lee said: 6We 3ll be
covering some of those aspects of living with hemiplegia which
a re n3t always obvious to the outside world, including epilepsy
and autism.

6There will also be a talk on the emotional impact of having a
child with a disability, something we know a lot of families
struggle with.7

For more information or to book a place at the conference
visit w w w. h e m i h e l p. o rg. u k

Have you gone extra mile
for your community?

Meeting shines light on
rare children3s disability

Charity looking for artist to spearhead war project

Primary pupils form their own parliament

Well fed Bert the bat thwarts his trackers

FLASHBACK: Last year3s winners Wendy Tratt and Keith
Walter, Newton Abbot Community Transport volunteers,
with mayor of Newton Abbot Cllr Mike Hocking

THE role of government and
how the general election works
was explained to pupils at a
Newton Abbot primary school.

Blackpool Primary School
pupils in Years 5 and 6 took
part in a series of workshops
where they learned about the
significance of the House of
Commons and the House of
Lords in relation to how new
laws are formed to govern
s o c i e t y.

The children created their
own version of the House of
Commons with a nominated
speaker, mock government and
opposition taking part in a
heated debate abut a proposed
bill relating to the value of
homework for primary school
pupils.

The youngsters were then
tasked with holding a vote in
order to decide whether the bill
should be passed.

In the end, the majority of
pupils said homework should
remain in place for primary
aged children.

Afterwards, pupils formed
their own political parties
including creating a party name
and log. As part of the task,
they put forward a central idea

of how they would improve the
school before proposing the
idea to the other groups.

There were plenty of ideas,
from building a new wave
machine pool for free surfing
lessons, to daily nature trail
excursions.

Everyone then voted for the
most popular initiative, aimed
at showing pupils how the
democratic process will lead to
the formation of a government
in the forthcoming election.

The winning party was the
2Liberal Demorats3 / aptly
named as they campaigned for
each class to have their own
pet.

Teacher Simon Westwood
said: 6A fantastic learning
experience was enjoyed by all
the pupils, with each child
really entering into the spirit of
the morning, each offering
their own opinions and
viewpoints during the collective
debates.

6It was clear throughout the
sessions our pupils had really
deepened their understanding
of how the general election
works and the role parliament
plays in running the country.7

PARLIAMENTARIANS: Pupils Ruby Hutchinson and Matthew
Stranex holding a real parliamentary bill

BERT the bat proved elusive to trackers at Bovey Valley Woods
who were testing new radio equipment in a bid to find out more
about the shy barbastelle bat.

Woodland Trust volunteers have been training to use the
special tracking equipment and this was the first time they put
their learning into action.

A few days earlier, a number of bats had been trapped to select
one for tracking. A male barbastelle, now named Bert, was
chosen and tagged. On the afternoon of the tracking day, fully

equipped volunteers discussed their plans to find a live, dummy
tag hidden somewhere in the oak woods.

Trust spokeswoman Hollie Anderson said: 6During the even-
ing, the plan was to track Bert3s roost location. Unfortunately, it
seems Bert had fed well the previous night and, in the cold, damp
conditions, decided to stay under cover.

6But there are plans to tag more bats in the coming weeks and
continue the tracking activities to better understand the move-
ments of the bats.7

READY FOR THE OFF: Woodland Trust volunteers prepare to track bats at Bovey Valley Woods

AN ARTIST in residence is
needed by a Newton Abbot char-
ity to help create a series of
World War One installations
around its historic campus.

The Dame Hannah Rogers
Trust, which runs Hannahs at
Seale-Hayne, has won Lotto and
Arts Council England cash for
an innovative art project called
Safe Haven.

The charity is seeking a digit-
al artist/designer in residence
to create a series of augmented
reality installations at Seale-
H ay n e.

The focus for the project is the
First World War period when
the site was a military hospital.
The artist will be based at Seale-
Hayne from May to July, when
they will become part of the
community and work with the
Seale Haynians alumni club to

ensure their research is appro-
priately interpreted.

There are a number of stories
of past patients, the history of
the institution and community
memories which could be used
as material for the various in-
stallations, which are to be sited
throughout the campus.

A spokesman from Hannahs
said: 6Artists/designers will
need to demonstrate their un-
derstanding of contemporary
digital media and its applica-
tion for artistic expression and
historical interpretation.

6They will also need to work
with the steering group to pro-
duce materials for visitors ex-
plaining the project and how to
use it.

6An additional consideration
will be the development of phys-
ical interpretation display to be
sited at Seale-Hayne, linked to
the augmented reality trail and
ar tefacts.

6This will be created in part-
nership with the Seale-Hayni-
ans who manage the archive
room on site.

6Interaction with Hannahs
guests and the public are im-

portant aspects of this project
and provide an accessible
means for all to engage with
Seale-Hayne in a historical con-
text, and to be a part of the
design process and activities.7

Plymouth University will
provide academic and technical
support for the project and the
charity is keen to develop
mentor programmes for stu-
dents and guests.

Hannahs is also talking to
local schools and youth groups
about working together on the
p ro j e c t .

An independent evaluator is
also being sought for the pro-
ject, and their report will form a
key part of the feedback to the
f u n d e r s.

For more information about
the jobs email anna.gilroy@dis-
c ove r h a n n a h s. o r g
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